United States Patent

(111 3,545,475

Arthur L. Johnson, Jr.

Rockford;

Marlow W. Dodge, Loves Park, Iilinois
640,292

May 22, 1967

Dec. 8, 1970

Johnson Enterprises Inc.

Rockford, Hlinois

a corporation of Hlinois

[72] Inventors

[21] Appl. No.
{22} Filed
{45] Patented
[73] Assignee

[54] TAP ASSEMBLY
3 Claims, 9 Drawing Figs.

[52] US.CL..... . e e e, 137/212,
222/400.7
[S1] Mt Claceooci i, B65d 83/00;
B67d 5/54
[50] Fieldof Search............coceeevvinvicnviivrinnnnen. 137/212,
320; 222/400.7, 400,8; 285/376, 375, 130, 361;
251/149.2

[56] References Cited

UNITED STATES PATENTS

604,596 5/1898 Berger......ccccocvvvivurnnnnn 285/130X
2,028,553  1/1936 Lubin......cccecvvenneneen. 255/130X

2,032,095 2/1936 O’Leary........ ... 137/212X
653,591 7/1900 Poupart......... 251/149.2X
879,604 2/1908 Wawrzinski... 285/130X

1,020,212 3/1912 Lukowski...... 285/130

1,241,352 9/1917 Doering...... 251/149.2X

1.800,045 4/1931 Bates...... 251/149.2X

1,995,098 3/1935 285/376X

2,358,666 9/1944 137/320

2,598,009 5/1952 285/361X

Primary Examiner— Alan Cohan
Attorney—Wolfe, Hubbard, Leydig, Voit and Osann

ABSTRACT: A tap for tapping an initially sealed keg of draft
beer and including a draw tube, a gas tube, a tap body, and a
coupling constructed as a unitary assembly, the draw tube
remaining in the same position relative to the tap body before,
during and after tapping of the keg. A yieldable sealing mem-
brane in a plug in the tap hole of the keg is punctured as the
draw tube is inserted into the keg, and then seals around the
gas tube to establish an automatic seal between the tap and the
plug. A taper at the lower end of the tap body wedges into the
plug to hold the tap body and the tubes on the keg after the
latter has been tapped and to establish a secondary seal
between the tap and the plug.




